Sunday, August 23, 2026
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…
PRELUDE

Welcome and announcements
     
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  In a world where powerful people make decisions to lift themselves up and cast others aside, how does God teach us to use our power?
People:  God teaches us to protect the vulnerable, resist the oppressors, and persist in doing good.
Leader:  In a world where power means might, how does God show us what power means?
People:  God shows us through the midwives’ daring, Peter’s truth-telling, and Jesus’ humility.
Leader:  In a world where power is held over people’s heads, how does God exercise power?
People:  God exercises power with – with the oppressed, with the ourcasts, with poor and downtrodden.
Leader:  Beloved, we gather to recognize our world as it is and to grow as disciples and imitators of Christ. So, how will you use your power today?
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
August 23rd                           Sue Malevich
August 30th                           Don Peterson
September 6th                      Norma Purkat
     
USHER SCHEDULE
August 23rd                           DeEtta Annala                  
August 30th                      Deborah Ross-Jagunich
September 6th                

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
August 17th-23rd                   Kerzie/Hafdahl
August 24th-30th                   John and Norma
Aug 31st-Sept 6th                  Malevich



Scripture readings for next week   (Aug 30th) 
Old Testament Lesson:  Exodus 3:1-15  
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 12:9-21  


If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Noisy Offering is next Sunday, August 30th… So let’s bring lots of change to make lots of noise!

Coffee An’ will be starting up next month… Our Coffee An’ will be September 13th and Sue will be serving.



















People:  We will side with the vulnerable, build community in the margins, and love all of our neighbors with the exuberant and all-encompassing love of Christ.
AMEN

*OPENING HYMN:  O God Our Help in Ages Past  117

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, we present our very lives as holy and living sacrifices to your purposes. During this time of worship, we seek the renewal of our minds and the strengthening of our spirits. Show us your will, that we may know what is good, acceptable, and perfect in your sight.
AMEN
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, wash away the injuries we have inflicted upon one another. We long to replace our bitterness in word and deed with acts of grace and mercy. We yearn to replace our willful neglect of others with acts of support and grace. We desire to walk in your path of joy and compassion, that we may bathe in the waters of your healing love.
AMEN

PSALM READING:  Psalm 124                                   846                                
*HYMN:  Take My Life and Let  It Be                        399
                        
CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.                                      
AMEN
 
*HYMN:  I Am Thine, O Lord                                     419

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Exodus 1:8-2:10
EPISTLE LESSON:  Romans 12:1-8

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 16:13-20

MESSAGE                                                Pastor MaryLou 

*HYMN:  Onward, Christian Soldiers                       575  
RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, but through love that gives life and builds community. You call us to know who we are because we know whose we are – your people, shaped by Christ and sent for the sake of the world. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your way of life over the ways of death, of courage over control, of welcome over exclusion. Use what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to your grace, that through our sharing and our serving, others may discover the identity of Christ and the hope found in him.
AMEN

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert
 
POSTLUDE
