Sunday, August 16, 2026
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…

PRELUDE

Welcome and announcements
     
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  When hatred and division separate us,
People:  God’s love binds us together.
Leader:  When quarrels estrange us,
People:  Christ’s grace brings reconciliation.
Leader:  When we feel excluded and left out,
People:  The Spirit’s peace eases our pain.
Leader:  Come! Let us worship the One who makes us one.

OPENING HYMN:  Great is Thy Faithfulness           140

OPENING PRAYER
Eternal God, head the wounds that block our unity as your beloved children. Ease the hurts and betrays the block us from embracing the balm of your forgiveness. Cast out the fears that prevent us 
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
August 16th                      Deborah Ross-Jagunich
August 23rd                           Sue Malevich
August 30th                           Don Peterson
     
USHER SCHEDULE
August 16th                             Tom and Deanna
August 23rd                             DeEtta Annala
August 30th                      Deborah Ross-Jagunich

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
August 10th-16th                   Peterson
August 17th-23rd                   Kerzie/Hafdahl
August 24th-30th                   John and Norma



Scripture readings for next week   (Aug 23rd)
Old Testament Lesson:  Exodus 1:8-2:10  
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 12:1-8  


If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
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from seeking your peace and reconciliation. Even when our hearts are pierced with anguish, send us friends who will bring us solace, through your loving Spirit.
AMEN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, free us from the desire for retribution towards those who have wronged us. And fill us mercy and compassion for those who trigger deep-seated prejudices against those who offend us. Open our hearts, O God, to those who seem different and strange. For we long to know the joy of living in peace, and the hope of living in harmony, with those we would rather live without.
AMEN

PSALM READING:  Psalm 133                                   850                                

*HYMN:  Bless Be the Tie That Binds                       557
                        
CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.                                      
AMEN
 
*HYMN:  He Leadeth Me O Blessed Thought         128

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Genesis 45:1-15
EPISTLE LESSON:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 15:10-28

MESSAGE                                                Pastor MaryLou 

*HYMN:  My Faith Looks Up to Thee                       452

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, you pour your blessing upon your people like dew upon the earth and oil upon the head, flowing beyond all boundaries we would draw. We thank you for the gift of unity – good and pleasant, beautiful and life-giving – meant not only for us, but for the healing of the world. Receive these offerings as signs of our desire to live together in your love, to practice radical welcome, and to share your abundance with all your children. Let what we give today flow outward in compassion and service, that our life together may reflect your kingdom of peace, justice, and joy.
AMEN

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert

POSTLUDE
