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PASTOR’S CORNER
We are in the season of Easter, so Lenten is completed and I hope everyone enjoyed their devotionals. I need to thank everyone who provided flowering plants for the altar area on Easter morning. Their beauty added to the service. They made it look like a spring Easter Garden and at the same time hopefully, gave us hope that spring has arrived to stay, but I am not counting on it not snowing at least once yet this season. Personally, I know that I am more than ready for Spring to arrive and stay.
We need to pick a date to assemble the 120 hygiene kits in May since I will need to take them to St. Cloud for the Annual Conference in June. It will be June 16th through the 18th this year. Please keep your ears open for the announcement of assembling day. As in the past, we need to raise at least $120.00 to pay for the toothpaste which will be added when they are sent out to a disaster situation. It would be great if we could raise an extra $120.00 to pay for the shipping of those kits to the disaster area, so our goal is $240.00. So, if you give to this project let DeEtta know what it is for. Before I leave for MN Conference we will need to collect for the Love Offering to take with me . There is information about the Love Offering in this newsletter.
Plans are being made for Vacation Bible School again this year to be held in June for a full week, June 8th through the 12th. Sue Malevich is again leading with this summer’s study of the Miracles of Jesus. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come and join the fun and energy. Again, our first craft activity will be to have the kids to pick out material strips and decide the order they are to be sewn to make mission quilts. Last year we were able to get 20 quilts assembled which have already been sent out. We will also ask the kids to participate in Sunday, June 14th service, so put it on your calendar to support them and see the quilt tops they designed. Also, it may be a good week to invite some grandkids to stay with you, so they can come too. In fact, hopefully you will remember that you are encouraged to bring anyone visiting you on Sunday mornings to attend services with you. May each of you enjoy the far to short season of summer with family, friends and your church family, too. 
June also has one of my granddaughter’s birthday and as of now her birthday party will have me gone on June 7th, so communion will also happen on the 14th. I have asked DeEtta to fill the pulpit which I am so grateful that she has agreed, besides I think it is great for you to hear someone else preaching.
With all this talk of summer and spring, please remember to check the lawn care list so we can keep the church yard looking trimmed and taken care of. We have two mowers in the shed, a self-propelled mower and the old fashion push mower so you can decide which one you find easier to use.
Stay safe. Stay healthy. Take care of yourselves and your loved ones. God Bless each of you. Remember God is always only a prayer away. 
Pastor Mary Lou

LOVE OFFERING FOR THE MN ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Love Offering this year will go to: Midwest Mission (30%), Love Boldly Mental Health Ministries Grant for Minnesota Conference Churches (20%), Endowment for Ministerial Education (20%), Minnesota Conference’s Emergency Response Fund (20%) and Volunteers in Mission Scholarships (10%). All monies will need to be collected by June 14th, so that Pastor MaryLou can take the check to the MN Annual Conference which is held June 16th-18th.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Remember that all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend. Join us for 45  minutes of Bible stories, music and crafts!

AD COUNCIL/EVA KIEREN CIRCLE
Next Ad Council will be held on Monday, May 13th at 10:00 a.m. Come and join us – everyone is invited.

CHURCH CLEANING
Cleaning is scheduled for the first Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. If you are available, please come and help. Many hands make light work!

DIRECTIONS FOR CHURCH WEBSITE
Type in www.gilbertcommunitychurch.org – HIT ENTER – this will bring you to the church website. Once into the church website, click on the section you would like to access, for example Daily Devotionals, click and it will open at the bottom of the page. If you choose to watch a Sunday Service, just click on the zoom service (RED) and click the picture of the church with the date of the service you would like to view.

NOISY OFFERING
We still need to think of a new opportunity for us to give our Noisy Offering to. Let DeEtta know of any ideas you may have.

COFFEE AN’
At our last AD Council Meeting, we discussed our Coffee An’s and it was decided to keep the Coffee An’ simple. Just bars, cookies, donuts – things that are simple to serve. We used to only have a meal on Becoming Methodist Sunday – not each month. So try to keep our Coffee An’s simple and focus on the fellowship with each other.

     May 3rd…         Norma and John will be serving.
     No Coffee An’ during the summer months…

BIRTHDAYS
May 2nd             Thor Thelen                          June 7th                Tom Hafdahl
May 11th            Courtney Thelen                 June 10th              DeEtta Annala
May 28th            Norma Purkat                      June 14th              Terri Peterson
                                                                           June 24th              Joe Heitzman

ANNIVERSARIES
                                                                           June 12, 1993       Penny and Joe Calger
                                                                           June 13, 1986       Barb and Bob Kern      
                                                                      
SCRIPTURES
May 3rd                                                             June 7th   
     Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16                                        Psalm 33:1-12
     Acts 7:55-60                                                     Genesis 12:1-9
     1 Peter 2:2-10                                                  Roman 4:13-25
     John 14:1-14                                                    Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
May 10th                                                           June 14th 
     Psalm 66:8-20                                                  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
     Acts 17:22-31                                                   Genesis 18:1-15
     1 Peter 3:13-22                                                Romans 5:1-8
     John 14:15-21                                                  Matthew 9:35-10:8
May 17th                                                           June 21st   
     Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35                                       Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
     Acts 1:6-14                                                         Genesis 21:8-21
     1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11                                    Romans 6:1b-11
     John 17:1-11                                                      Matthew 10:24-39
May 24th                                                           June 28th 
     Psalm 104:24-34, 35b                                       Psalm 13
     Acts 2:1-21                                                         Genesis 21:8-21
     1 Corinthians 12:3b-13                                     Romans 6:12-23
     John 7:37-39                                                       Matthew 10:40-42
May 31st 
     Psalm 8
     Genesis 1:1-2:4a  
     2 Corinthians 13:11-13
     Matthew 28:16-20

LITURGIST SCHEDULE
May 3rd               Norma Purkat                         June 7th               Don Peterson
May 10th             John Malevich                        June 14th             Norma Purkat
May 17th             DeEtta Annala                         June 21st             John Malevich
May 24th        Deborah Ross-Jagunich              June 28th             DeEtta Annala
May 31st              Sue Malevich
                         
USHER SCHEDULE
May 3rd                 John Malevich                        June 7th               Norma Purkat
May 10th              Tom and Deanna                    June 14th             Don Peterson
May 17th              DeEtta Annala                         June 21st              John Malevich
May 24th         Deborah Ross-Jagunich              June 28th             Tom and Deanna
May 31st
              
YARD WORK SCHEDULE
April 27th-May 3rd          Kern                          June 1st-7th               Matteson
May 4th-10th                   Malevich                  June 8th-14th             Jagunich
May 11th-17th            John and Norma          June 15th-21st          Malevich
May 18th-24th                                                    June 22nd-28th         Kerzie/Hafdahl
May 25th-May 31st         Kern                          June 29th-July 5th     John and Norma
     
