Sunday, February 22, 2026
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…
PRELUDE
Welcome and announcements

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Today, we follow Jesus into a wilderness full of isolation, fatigue, hunger, thirst, and temptation.
People:  We follow, trusting in God’s mercy.
Leader:  We witness Jesus resist the siren calls of sensationalism, notoriety, and misuse of power for selfish gain.
People:  We recognize God’s mercy at work in the face of temptation.
Leader:  We notice the angels who tend Jesus, messengers of care in a harsh and lonely place.
People:  We pay attention to God’s merciful presence that did not abandon Jesus and does not abandon us now.
Leader:  We come to the wilderness together, clinging to the truth that we are not alone – God is with us.
People:  We gather to worship God, whose unfailing mercy journeys with us into the 
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
February 22nd                     DeEtta Annala
March 1st                            Deborah Ross-Jagunich
March 8th                            Sue Malevich

USHER SCHEDULE
February 22nd                     Candace Barshaw
March 1st                             Norma Purkat
March 8th                             DeEtta Annala

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
February 16th-22nd              Peterson
Feb 23rd-March 1st              Malevich
March 2nd-8th                       Kerzie/Hafdahl


Scripture readings for next week   (March 1st)
Old Testament Lesson:  Genesis 12:1-4a 
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17



If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS


Noisy Offering today – hope you brought lots of change to make noise!






















wilderness of our lives. Thanks be to God!
AMEN

*OPENING HYMN:  Have Thine Own Way, Lord    382

OPENING PRAYER 
Gracious and Loving God, we seek the freedom found in the grace we receive through Christ Jesus. We seek to know more fully your great love. Turn us from our temptations. Inspire us to open ourselves to the way of Christ, that as we examine our lives and live out these days, we may become examples of your abundant love for all people. May your Divine Spirit tend us as angels attended Jesus in the wilderness, and may we feel revived and sustained to follow Jesus.
AMEN

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Just as Jesus faced temptation in the wilderness, we too struggle with desires for power, glory, or riches. Teach us to turn from these temptations and to turn toward the power of scripture and prayer. Center us in our faith. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
AMEN

PSALM READING:  Psalm 32                                      766

*HYMN:  Amazing Grace                                           378

CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.         
AMEN

*HYMN:  Because He Lives                                        364        
  
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
EPISTLE LESSON:  Romans 5:12-19
GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 4:1-11

MESSAGE                                                Pastor MaryLou

*HYMN:  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley   
                                                                           FWS  2112                                                                                                   

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Surprising God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and walk beside us through trial and temptation. Even when we feel alone, your grace is never far, your presence never absent. In this moment of giving, we offer not just our resources, but our trust that you are already at work, shaping us through challenge, strengthening us through sacrifice, and surrounding us with unseen angels. Use these gifts to bring hope where there is hunger, healing where there is pain, and light where there is despair. May what we give reflect our desire to walk more closely with you, even in the hard places. In Christ’s name we pray,  AMEN

BENEDICTION
*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert
POSTLUDE
