Sunday, December 28, 2025
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…

PRELUDE

Welcome and announcements

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Praise the God of mercy and love.
People:  Praise God with angels in the highest heavens.
Leader:  Praise Christ, who came as a child.
People:  Praise Christ with all God’s children, young and old alike.
Leader:  Praise the Holy Spirit, who calls us here.
People:  Praise the Spirit from the depths of our souls.

*OPENING HYMN:  Joy to the World                       246

OPENING PRAYER
Loving God, we come into your presence with joy in this holiday season. But we also come with sorrow for a world struggling in pain. Bring hope to 
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
December 28th                  Don Peterson
January 4th                         John Malevich
January 11th                       DeEtta Annala

USHER SCHEDULE
December 28th                  Deborah Ross-Jagunich
January 4th                         Candace Barshaw
January 11th                       Norma Purkat

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
December 22nd-28th          Norma and John
Dec 29th-Jan 4th                  Kerzie/Hafdahl
January 5th-11th                  Kern


Scripture Readings for next week   (January 4th)
Old Testament Lesson:   
Epistle Lesson:  



If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today is Noisy Offering. This will be our last Noisy Offering for Katherine’s House and now we have to find a new recipient for our Noisy Offering for 2026.






















weary world. Bring love to our hearts. Bring joy to our lives. And help us bring hope, love, and joy, as we follow your Son, Christ Jesus.
AMEN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we yearn to be merciful and gracious, as you have been merciful and gracious to us. Grant us the mercy to redeem our lives, and give us the strength to live as those who redeemed. Help us resist the forces of evil and cruelty that kill our hope and destroy our souls. Fill us with your light and love, that we may overflow with mercy, compassion, help, and hope for our world. In your holy name, we pray.
AMEN

PSALM READING:  Psalm 148                            861-862

*HYMN:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice               224

CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.
AMEN

*HYMN:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                  240

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 63:7-9
EPISTLE LESSON:  Hebrews 2:10-18

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 2:13-23

MESSAGE                                               Pastor Mary Lou

*HYMN:  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                           229                                    

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Streadfast God of refuge and promise, even when the word makes no room, even when fear seems stronger than hope, you are with us. In the flight to Egypt, in the cries of grief, in the fragile beginnings of new life, you make a way. Receive these gifts, O God, as signs of our willingness to make room for your kingdom among us. Use what we bring – not just our treasure, but our time, our voices, our compassion – to heal what is broken, to protect the vulnerable, and to embody your saving love. In the name of Jesus, our Light in the shadows.
AMEN

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert                                                      

POSTLUDE
