Sunday, December 21, 2025
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…
PRELUDE                   
Welcome and announcements…

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Beloved, God calls to us – like Joseph – through angels and messengers, inviting us to listen for the Spirit’s guidance in the midst of half-truths and distractions.
People:  We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  Sometimes, angels surprise us (as they did Mary) with good news too fantastical to believe and yet too real – realer than real – to ignore.
People:  We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  For generations, God has sent signs of God’s coming kingdom in unexpected places – the birth of a child, the wisdom of the lowly, the faithfulness of a carpenter.
People:  We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
world knows Leader:  Come! Let us worship God who calls out to us, inviting us to faithfulness as we watch God who calls out to us, inviting us to faithfulness as we watch, wait, and work for the day when the whole the abundant love and grace of Emmanuel, God-with-us.
People:  Come! Let us worship as we listen faithfully for
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
December 21st                  Warren Ross
December 24th                  Don Peterson
December 28th                  Norma Purkat

USHER SCHEDULE
December 21st                  Tom and Deanna Hafdahl
December 24th                  Don Peterson
December 28th                  Deborah Ross-Jagunich

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
December 15th-21st           Matteson
December 22nd-28th          Norma and John
Dec 28th-Jan 4th                  Kerzie/Hafdahl


Scripture Readings for next week   (December 24th)
Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7  
Epistle Lesson:  Titus 2:11-14



If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will be having our Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdsay, December 24th. Please join us for this beautiful candlelight service.

On Sunday, December 28th we will be having our Noisy Offering. This will be our last Noisy Offering for Katherine’s House and now we have to find a new recipient for our Noisy Offering for 2026.

















day that all the earth awaits.

*OPENING HYMN:  Jesus, Name Above All Names
                                                                           FWS  2071

OPENING PRAYER
In this season of love, hope and family, grant us joy and peace this day. You offered signs to Joseph and Mary long ago – signs that their son would be the Messiah, Emmanuel. May your light shine on us here, that we might understand the signs in our lives. We come with open hearts and minds to hear of your love coming into the world. We come to hear of a young woman with child, a foster father with trust in his destiny. Holy God, show us your peace as we make ready for your light in the world!
AMEN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We lay our burdens before you, O Lord, with our lives open and ready to receive your light and love. Lead us toward your Son, Jesus, Emmanuel, as we continue to wander with you in faith. Thank you for the many signs of your love, sent in your infinite wisdom. May we have the faith of Mary and Joseph, and may we be your attendants, anxious for the coming of your light once again.         AMEN
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

*LIGHTING HYMN:  Light the Advent Candle    
                                                   FWS  2090       Verse 1-4

PSALM READING:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19          801-802

CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.                                                   AMEN

*HYMN:  O Little Town of Bethlehem                      230
                              
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 7:10-16
EPISTLE LESSON:  Romans 1:1-7

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 1 :18-25

MESSAGE                                               Pastor Mary Lou

*HYMN:  Angels from the Realm of Glory              220

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God of unfolding plans, when our certainly falters and our expectations collapse, you are still at work, inviting us into grace that redefines and redeems. Like Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our plans, trusting that your Spirit can shape our offering into something greater than we imagined. Let these gifts and our lives be signs of obedience, humility, and hope. May they help carry Christ into a world still longing for peace, hungry for love, and needing redemptions. We pray in the name of the one who is Emmanuel – God with us.            AMEN

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert

POSTLUDE                            
