Sunday, December 14, 2025
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…
PRELUDE                   
Welcome and announcements…

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Beloved, we gather to rejoice in God who does wondrous things, who promises that someday all manner of things shall be well.
People:  We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  We worship with joy now, confident that God will not stop until all creation is at peace.
People:  We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  We lift up our voices in song and story, in prayer and praise, as we remember and rejoice in all that God has done and will do among us.
People:  We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  Come! Let us worship God with joy as we work with God toward the day when all of creation lives in everlasting joy.
People:  Come! Let us rejoice in the truth of the day 
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
December 14th                  Sue Malevich
December 21st                  Warren Ross
December 24th                  Don Peterson

USHER SCHEDULE
December 14th                  John Malevich
December 21st                  Tom and Deanna Hafdahl
December 24th                  Don Peterson

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
December 8th-14th             Kerzie/Hafdahl
December 15th-21st           John and Norma
December 22nd-28th          Matteson


Scripture Readings for next week   (December 21st)
Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 7:10-16  
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 1:1-7



If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Another Christmas family has been found for our church to adopt this year. A sign-up sheet is available at the back of the church. Remember as you buy something to mark it on the sheet.  Deborah will be delivering the gifts on December 18th.

Coffee An’ will be served today after the service – Bubs and Candace are serving…
















that all the earth awaits.

*OPENING HYMN:  Come, We That Love the Lord
                                                                                       732

OPENING PRAYER
Holy God of Joy, We rejoice in the reality of who you are. We live within the joy of your love for us. Our contentment comes and goes. Our happiness ebbs and flows. Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, our physical health, our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply rooted in our identity as your beloved children. And we give you thanks.                                                 AMEN

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

*LIGHTING HYMN:  Light the Advent Candle    
                                                   FWS  2090       Verse 1-3

READING:  Luke 1:47-55                                             199

CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Time of Silent Prayers…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.                                                   AMEN

*HYMN:  Rejoice, the Lord is King                            715
                              
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 35:1-10
EPISTLE LESSON:  James 5:7-10

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 11 :2-11

MESSAGE                                               Pastor Mary Lou

*HYMN:  That Boy-Child of Mary                             241

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise
Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
AMEN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God of deep joy, even when storms rage and doubts rise, you call us to see with kingdom eyes – to look for healing, hope, and signs of your grace breaking in. In this Advent season of expectation and weariness, we bring these gifts as expressions of joy, rooted not in ease but in trust. May our giving bear witness to your good news: that the blind still see, the lame still walk, and the poor still receive care. Use these offerings and us as signs of your coming reign, lights in the storm, and carriers of joy. In the name of Jesus, our hope and our Redeemer.                                        AMEN 

*HYMN:  Let Us Break Bread Together                    618

INVITATION
CONFESSION AND PARDON                                         12
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                         13
COMMUNION

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  More Like You                                          Insert

POSTLUDE                            
