Sunday, December 24, 2025
www.gilbertcommunityumc.org
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.”

*Please stand if able…
PRELUDE
Welcome and announcements

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Beloved, on this night, we gather to enliven the story once again of God who came to dwell among us as a vulnerable baby.
People:  We rejoice in the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  We remember the stable, the animals, and the manger that witnessed the arrival of Emmanuel, God with us.
People:  We rejoice in the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  We recall the angels who announced the Messiah’s birth to the shepherds, those most unlikely witnesses of God’s glory.
People:  We rejoice in the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader:  In our remembering and enlivening, we gather today as people of God’s promise, witnesses to God’s glorious presence among us in the 
Vulnerable, forgotten, and tucked away places of the
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
December 24th                  Don Peterson
December 28th                  Norma Purkat
January 4th                         John Malevich

USHER SCHEDULE
December 24th                  Don Peterson
December 28th                  Deborah Ross-Jagunich
January 4th                         Candace Barshaw

YARD WORK SCHEDULE
December 22nd-28th          Norma and John
Dec 28th-Jan 4th                  Kerzie/Hafdahl
January 5th-11th                  Kern


Scripture Readings for next week   (December 28th)
Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 63:7-9  
Epistle Lesson:  Hebrews 2:10-18



If you are trying to get a hold of Pastor Mary Lou:

Home:  218 749-2901
Cell:  218 750-2154
Email:  surfingsixpack@hotmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

On Sunday, December 28th we will be having our Noisy Offering. This will be our last Noisy Offering for Katherine’s House and now we have to find a new recipient for our Noisy Offering for 2026.






















world.
People:  We gather to rejoice in the day that all the earth awaits, the day that has already come and will yet be. Thanks be to God!
AMEN

*OPENING HYMN:  O Come, All Ye Faithful   
                                                             verses 1-4, 6    234
OPENING PRAYER
This bright night is for mystery, O God. We scarcely understand the ways you break into this world and into our lives. Yet we know you do. The whole earth still needs your peace, with peoples in conflict and climate in crisis. May the ancient story of your arrival this night make us courageous bearers of good news and doers of good deeds. For the sake of your beautiful, created world we pray.                                                                              AMEN
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Burdens press us hard, O God. We yearn for harmony: with one another, among races and nations, and with the earth you have created. Where idols distract us from you and your marvelous works help us make a change. Send us good news of great joy, we pray.           AMEN

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
*LIGHTING HYMN:  Light the Advent Candle    
                                                                 FWS  2090       Verse 1-4

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 9:2-7
PSALM READING:  Psalm 96                                           815-816
EPISTLE LESSON:  Titus 2:11-14
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 2 :1-20

*HYMN:  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear               218

MESSAGE                                               Pastor Mary Lou

*HYMN:  What Child is This                                       219                                    

RECEIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above Ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.         AMEN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Radiant God of holy interruptions, in the stillness of night and the chaos of our days, you slip into our world with glory wrapped in swaddling cloth. Like the shepherds, we come breathless, humbled, and hoping – to offer what we have. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and trust. May they help announce your peace on earth, not with trumpets and headlines, but with justice, compassion, and shared burdens. Let the offering we place here be the beginning of the offering we make with our lives in response to the child who changes everything. In Jesus’ name, Emmanuel, we pray.
AMEN
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

*HYMN:  Silent Night                                                  239

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
Heavenly Father, on this blessed and holy night, we gather with hearts full of thankfulness for the miraculous birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ. In the stillness of this night, we recall the humble beginnings in Bethlehem, where the Light of the World was born in a simple manger. May our hearts be ever thankful for this unparalleled gift of Your Son, a manifestation of Your love and salvation. In Jesus’ name, we pray.              AMEN
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father whom art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.                                                           AMEN

BENEDICTION

*HYMN:  Joy To The World                                                      246

POSTLUDE
