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PASTOR’S CORNER
Someone please tell me how did we ever get to 2026. Of course when we look back in our memories of celebrating Christmas in our church it is easier to realize how many years have past. We have just celebrated another Christmas Eve to add to our memories, there is something so special to experience the candlelight service. All Advent we were able to enjoy the sanctuary which as always looks so beautiful with all the decorations, the tree and the lights. The sanctuary was transformed to make it part of the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we were able to enjoy and celebrate worship together in such a beautiful setting. Thank you to all who made it possible.
Again this year I was amazed by our congregation with their willingness to give and share with others. I know that there is a very happy two year old girl along with the new Christmas baby who enjoyed a much happier Christmas because of your generosity. Each donation made their Christmas special in so many ways. Personally, giving to those whoa re far less fortunate than ourselves is what Advent and the Christmas season is all about and the church again did it well. Thank you to Deborah for finding the perfect family to adopt again this year.
This Advent has provided us opportunities to recognize the fact that prayers make a difference in someone else’s life along with our own lives and faith. Just this last week we saw prayers being answered for Penny, we held up Deanna in prayer that she would get surgery as soon as possible, and then there was little Layla who we held up in prayer, each along with their medical staff, even the ambulance driver and snowplows. May we continue to hold these people up in prayer along with all who ask for prayer. We want to be known as the church who prays.
Bible Study will resume in January so watch for the starting date. This Bible Study will have eight sessions and will be held on Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. So, no one needs to decide between Bible Study and working at the VFW spaghetti feed, we will skip the third Wednesday of the month. We are watching and discussing the “Chosen” series and will be starting the fifth season. It is a time of learning more about Jesus’ life, about each other and enjoying the time of fellowship together. Everyone is welcome for it is never too late to join.
I know we just completed Advent and Christmas, which means my brain is still spinning, but I need to remind you that Lent begins Ash Wednesday, which is on February 18th. The Lenten Devotionals have been ordered and should be available at the church the middle of February. So when February 1st comes up, maybe you should start thinking what you are going to do or not do to celebrate the Lenten Season.
February is also the month we usually have our Appreciation Luncheon scheduled at the City Hall, but we need to remember this is a church activity, not just one or two people doing all the work. So I will be asking which date works best for you to help either February 4th or February 25th. We need people who are willing to help with food and assistance in the setting up, serving at the luncheon and of course the cleanup. So, check your calendar and it would be great that you let me know which date works of you before I even catch up with you. We will make a decision on the date early January. Barb will take care of invitations and sign-up sheets. Do not miss out on the fun and fellowship this activity provides.
So welcome to the New Year, 2026 as we say goodbye to 2025. If you make any New Year resolutions this year, give some thought of spending more private time with God as one of them. May this year be better than the last and may we all stay healthy and safe. Each year bring new opportunities for fellowship and service to God, may we choose to act positively on each opportunity and not miss any.
Take care of yourselves and your loved ones. God Bless each of you. Remember God is always only a prayer away.
Pastor Mary Lou

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Remember that all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend. Join us for 45  minutes of Bible stories, music and crafts!

AD COUNCIL/EVA KIEREN CIRCLE
Next Ad Council will be held on Wednesday, January 7th at 10:00 a.m. Come and join us – everyone is invited.

CHURCH CLEANING
Cleaning is scheduled for the first Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. If you are available, please come and help. Many hands make light work!

DIRECTIONS FOR CHURCH WEBSITE
Type in www.gilbertcommunitychurch.org – HIT ENTER – this will bring you to the church website. Once into the church website, click on the section you would like to access, for example Daily Devotionals, click and it will open at the bottom of the page. If you choose to watch a Sunday Service, just click on the zoom service (RED) and click the picture of the church with the date of the service you would like to view.

NOISY OFFERING
The last Sunday of December is the last time we will be donating to Katherine’s House, so now we need to think of a new opportunity for us to give our Noisy Offering to. Let DeEtta know of any ideas you may have.

COFFEE AN’
January 11th     DeEtta will be serving…
February 8th     Deborah will be serving…

BIRTHDAYS
January 6th          Ken Anderson                     February 2nd          Mel Annala
January 24th        Rylee Hall                            February 6th           John Jagunich
                                                                            February 10th        Sue Malevich
                                                                            February 12th        Barb Kern
                                                                            February 17th        Emma James
                                                                            February 27th        Bub Heitzman

ANNIVERSARIES
                                                                        
SCRIPTURES
January 4th                                                        February 1st
     Psalm 147:12-20                                              Psalm 15
     Jeremiah 31:7-14                                             Micah 6:1-8
     Ephesians 1:3-14                                             1 Corinthians 1:18-31
     John 1:1-18                                                       Matthew 5:1-12
January 11th                                                      February 8th
     Psalm 29                                                            Psalm 112:1-9
     Isaiah 42:1-9                                                     Isaiah 58:1-9
     Acts 10:34-43                                                   1 Corinthians 2:1-12
     Matthew 3:13-17                                             Matthew 5:13-20
January 18th                                                      February 15th
     Psalm 40:1-11                                                   Psalm 2
     Isaiah 49:1-7                                                     Exodus 24:12-18
    1 Corinthians 1:1-9                                           2 Peter 1:16-21
    John 1:29-42                                                      Matthew 17:1-9
January 25th                                                      February 22nd
     Psalm 27:1, 4-9                                                 Psalm 32
     Isaiah 9:1-4                                                        Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
     1 Corinthians 1:10-18                                      Romans 5:12-19
     Matthew 4:12-23                                              Matthew 4:1-11

LITURGIST SCHEDULE
January 4th          John Malevich                     February 1st          Don Peterson
January 11th        DeEtta Annala                     February 8th          Norma Purkat
January 18th        Deborah Ross-Jagunich     February 15th        John Malevich
January 25th        Sue Malevich                       February 22nd       DeEtta Annala
 
USHER SCHEDULE
January 4th          Candace Barshaw                February 1st     Tom and Deanna Hafdahl
January 11th        Norma Purkat                      February 8th            DeEtta Annala
January 18th        Don Peterson                       February 15th      Deborah Ross-Jagunich
January 25th        John Malevich                      February 22nd         Candace Barshaw
  
YARD WORK SCHEDULE
Dec 28th-Jan 4th   Kerzie/Hafdahl                    February 2nd-8th        Kern
January 5-11th      John and Norma Z             February 9th-15th       Jagunich
January 12th-18th        Matteson                      February 16th-22nd    Kerzie/Hafdahl
January 19th-25th         Peterson                       Feb 23rd-Mar 1st       John and Norma Z
Jan 26th-Feb 1st            Malevich
     
